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therefore succeeded in shutting Bussy up in Cuddalore. His
position, however, was no easy one, and it was perhaps fortunate
for all sides when news was received that peace had been signed
between France and Britain. Hostilities with Tippoo were
brought to an end soon after, on the basis of the restoration of
all conquests on either side, but not before Bednore and Manga-
lore—the latter only after a superb defence—had been retaken
from us. The truce was to last but six years.
Before the Third Mysore War broke out the great Warren
Hastings had handed over the reins of office to a new Governor-
General, the Lord Cornwallis whom we last saw surrendering
his sword to Washington at Yorktown. He came with strict
orders to refrain from all aggression or conquest during his
tenure of the appointment, unless driven into war by unavoid-
able circumstances. Tippoo was not slow to force a new war
upon the British. Despite repeated warnings, he at the end of
1789 invaded the territory of Travancore which was under our
protection and forced us to take up arms in its defence. The
plan of campaign was for the main army of 15,000, under
Medows, to advance from the south into Mysore while a force
of Bengal troops operating in Bararnahal guarded its right flank ;
the co-operation of the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Mahraitas
from the north and of a Bombay contingent from the west was
also secured. Medows moved forward in May and took
possession of the Coimbatore district with little opposition, but
his progress was checked on the upper Cauvery by the main
army of Tippoo, who then seized the opportunity to strike
against his enemy's communications, and moving south-east
along the river valley overran the whole country as far as
Pondicherry. Medows, receiving no news of the. advance of
the other columns which were to have co-operated with him,
was compelled to follow in order to cover Madras, and the
campaign thus ended decidedly to the disadvantage of the
British.
Cornwallis now determined to take over the conduct of
operations in person, and in 1791 moved his main army into
Mysore by the north-eastern passes, his objectives being first
Bangalore and then Seringapatam, Tippoo's capital. The
former place was invested and stormed in two successive
operations before the Mysore army could arrive to its rescue,
and the Nizam's contingent of 10,000 cavalry having joined
Cornwallis, the latter decided to make a dash for Seringapatam,
where he found Tippoo awaiting him in a strong position.
His attempts to cut off his enemy from the city failed ; supply
difficulties increased alarmingly and the army began to run
short both of food and of ammunition. No news was to be
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